
WWW.PHANTOMRESCUE.ORG



THE PROBLEM: CHILD TRAFFICKING

Thousands of children are trafficked right here in 

the United States. These kids are not criminals, they 

are victims. Anyone’s child can be trafficked regardless 

of class, education or gender when forcefully coerced or 

lured by false promises.

46
CHILDREN PER DAY

GO MISSING IN THE U.S.

HUMAN TRAFFICKING IS ONE  
OF THE FASTEST GROWING  
INDUSTRIES IN THE WORLD.



GLOBAL CRIMINAL INDUSTRY

$34,800
Per Child

$7,500
Per Child

$5,000
Per Child

$15,000
Per Child

$4,000
Per Child

$5,000
Per Child

$15,000
Per Child

$22,000
Per Child

$150 BILLION 2 MILLION
CHILDREN TRAFFICKED

A trafficker can earn  
$250,000 per year with  
a single sex slave.



17,000•	 HOTELS MASSAGE 
•	 AGRICULTURE SERVICES
•	 CONSTRUCTION 
•	 ON THE STREET
•	 ON THE INTERNET

•	 RESTAURANTS         
•	 BROTHELS
•	 BARS             
•	 STRIP CLUBS 
•	 PROSTITUTION & ESCORT 

 
THE WAYS CHILDREN ARE EXPLOITED?
Child trafficking occurs in a wide variety of industries and can be 

facilitated in numerous ways. The majority of human trafficking 

profits come from sexual exploitation, but billions also come from 

trafficked people working in manufacturing, construction, mining, 

and other forced labor.

FORCED SEX  •  SLAVE LABOR  •  ORGAN HARVEST



NAÏVE
In many cases, children are completely unaware of the 

circumstances or tactics that criminals use,  
and are easily manipulated into dangerous situations 

as a result.

(Children)
DENIAL

Many parents are often in denial. "This cannot 
happen to us" can be a very dangerous assumption. 

Communication and education are the best 
deterrence of child trafficking. 

(Parents)



TIPS FOR KIDS TO STAY SAFE ONLINE:
Make sure your profile is set to private 
to prevent outsiders from getting 
personal information about you.

Never provide your personal information 

(Full name, address, phone number...) to 
anyone on social media. 

Predators, criminals, and hackers use 
messages to break into your systems.   
Never click unknown links or attachments.

Do not share your password with anyone 
outside your immediate family and and 
use strong, secure passwords structure.

Predators routinely pose as teenagers online 
to get your personal information.  Don’t 
accept friend requests from people you 
don’t know.

Never agree to meet someone in person 
that you only know/met online. Many 
teenagers have been abducted and 
otherwise hurt this way. 



TIPS TO IDENTIFY CHILD TRAFFICKING:
They seem anxious, fearful or paranoid  
and they avoid eye contact and may 
appear fearful of law enforcement.

They are seen entering and leaving a 
house or vehicle with covered/blacked 
out windows at odd hours.

They appear destitute/lacking personal 
possessions or not dressed appropriately 
for their route of travel.

They have no identification, or have a tattoo 
with a bar code, initials or the word like 
“Daddy.”

Their communication seems scripted or 
inconsistent answers. They are afraid to 
discuss themselves around others..

They have someone answering on their behalf. 
They are never alone/unable to move freely, 
and are closely watched or followed.



FACTS ABOUT CHILD TRAFFICKING:
Trafficking involves transporting someone into a 
situation of exploitation. This can include forced 
labor, marriage, prostitution, and organ removal. This 
kind of exploitation is known by a few different names 
-- “human trafficking,” “trafficking of persons,” and 
“modern slavery” are the ones accepted by the US 
Department of State. 

It’s estimated that internationally there are between 20 
million and 40 million people in modern slavery today. 
Assessing the full scope of human trafficking is difficult 
because so cases so often go undetected, something 
the United Nations refers to as “the hidden figure of 
crime.”

Globally, an estimated 71% of enslaved people are 
women and girls, while men and boys account for 29%.

Estimates suggest that, internationally, only about 
.04% survivors of human trafficking cases are 
identified, meaning that the vast majority of cases 
of human trafficking go undetected. 

Human trafficking earns global profits of roughly 
$150 billion a year for traffickers, $99 billion of 
which comes from commercial sexual exploitation.

In 2018, over half (51.6%) of the criminal human 
trafficking cases active in the US were sex 
trafficking cases involving only children

The average age a teen enters the sex trade in the 
US is 12 to 14 years old. Many victims are runaway 
girls who were sexually abused as children.
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